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Principal’s foreword

	Introduction
	

	Located in rural and remote Queensland, Teelba State School prides itself on providing professional educators and resources for children to learn and grow in a socially stimulating and supportive environment.
The school provides an engaging curriculum, highlighted by increasing levels of ICTs integration and a comprehensive range of teacher and student resources.


	Future outlook
	

	For 2009 Teelba State School will be focussing on continuing to improve our students’ Literacy and Numeracy skills.
Numeracy:

Continue to implement ‘Go Maths’ in conjunction with the Mathematics Essential Learnings.  Include ‘iMaths’ as major focus of our numeracy block.  These programs, in alliance with our other mathematical resources will provide students with the knowledge, skills and aptitude for working with mathematical concepts through investigative thinking and practical implementation within our school, local community and the wider community.  These programs will be used with students from Prep to Year 7 to foster continuity and consistency across the whole school.  Students requiring additional support will be identified and learning support time will be allocated to assist these students to reach their potential.
Literacy:

This is achieved through the implementation of the Four Resource Model in our current reading programs.  The Four Resource Model is a key component of Education Queensland’s Literate Futures Document and will enable our students to approach reading as a multi-skilled task of decoding, contextualising, analysing and writing of genres.


	School Profile
	

	Teelba State School is located approximately 320 km south-west of Toowoomba.  Teelba is a rural community, consisting of people involved in animal production and farming, without a central township.  The school and the adjacent sporting club provide the focal point for the local community, with many social events occurring from these facilities.
Teelba State School is part of The Downs Education District and provides a coeducational, multi-age setting for students in Grades Prep to Seven.  The school operates as a one-teacher school and had a 2008 enrolment of 15 students.  The school staff consists of a teaching principal and part-time staff of one teacher, one itinerant LOTE teacher, three teacher aides, one administrative officer, one cleaner and one grounds person.


	Curriculum offerings
	

	Teelba State School offers engaging curriculum focusing on the development of literacy and numeracy through the integration of other Key Learning Areas.  Our school’s distinct approach includes:
· A multiage approach to student grouping;
· A whole-school approach to the teaching and learning of spelling;

· All students are registered members of Mathletics which is used to complement our school’s Mathematics Program.
· Students in Years Three to Seven are registered members of the Lexile reading program.  They read books and progress through levels and activities at their own pace;

· Student access to a range of ICTs that are used in a variety of curriculum experiences (including a computer to student ratio of 1:2, digital cameras, video cameras and an interactive whiteboard);

· Students in Grades Four to Seven participate in Japanese lessons;

· Students participated in Dance lessons with a qualified dance teacher in the last term of 2008 which supported and enhanced The Arts Key Learning Area;
· Health and Physical Education is of great importance within the school and local community, students participate in Sports Camps and cluster and district sporting events throughout the year;

· Students participate in Instrumental Music lessons funded through PCAP support.

	Extra curricula activities:
· Sports coaching eg. Tennis, netball, athletics
· Instrumental Music Instruction eg. Guitar.

	How computers are used to assist learning:
At Teelba State School students use computers to participate in a Virtual Classroom on The Learning Place.  Students use the internet to access up-to-date information about the topics they are researching and investigating.  Students also use computers to participate in Mathletics and Lexile activities, these programs can also be accessed from the students’ computers at home.  The students use Power Point and other programs to publish their work.


	Social climate
	

	Due to the small size of the school and community, all families are well known to staff and are encouraged to be active participants in the education of their children.  Teelba State School practices an open door policy and parents are aware that they can contact staff at any time with concerns.  As all parents are involved in delivering and collecting their children to and from school, morning and afternoon ‘classroom door’ meetings help to foster the relaxed, friendly and caring atmosphere within the school.

Teelba State School offers Religious Education experiences to all students throughout the year, voluntarily provided by a Minister of Religion based in St George. 


	Involving parents in their child’s education.
	

	Teelba State School is a small, rural school, strongly supported by the parents and the wider community as a whole.  Opportunities for parents and community members to be involved with the school include curriculum support through The Arts, swimming, sporting events and school camps.  Parents participate in special activities and celebrations throughout the year including culminating days, sporting events and the end of year concert. 


	Qualifications of all teachers 
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	Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development.
	

	· The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2008 was $4200 .  

· The major professional development initiatives are as follows: 
· THRASS Seminar

· Literacy The Key To Learning: 5 Day Training; Prep – Year 3
· Principal Induction Professional Development
· Literacy & Numeracy Seminar
· The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2008 was 100 %. 

	Average staff attendance
	

	· For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 98% in 2008. 

	Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.
	

	· From the end of the 2007 school year,  100% of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2008 school year. 


	Student attendance
	

	The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2008 was 92 %.  


Key outcomes 

	
	National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results - our reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 


	Domain
	Measures
	Yr 3
	Yr 5

	Reading
	Average score for the school
	431 
	555 

	
	Average score for Queensland
	371.1
	466.1

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100 % 
	100 % 

	Writing
	Average score for the school
	437
	529

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	391.8
	468.9

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100% 
	100% 

	Spelling
	Average score for the school
	437
	469

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	366.7
	462.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100% 
	100% 

	Grammar and Punctuation
	Average score for the school
	504
	520

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	370.4
	476.6

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100% 
	100% 

	Numeracy
	Average score for the school
	410
	500

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	367.9
	458.2

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100%
	100%


	Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net
	

	
	Percentage of students not requiring additional support  

	
	

	Reading
	100%

	Writing
	100%

	Number
	100%


	Value added
	

	Students participate in literacy and mathematics rotations on a daily basis.  This gives the students the opportunity to work in small groups where their individual needs and abilities are catered for.  The students work in these small groups with the teacher and teacher aides on a daily basis, which ensures that they receive quality teaching instruction.  
The availability of Music and Dance instruction adds significant value to our school curriculum.  These programs provide the students with valuable content and knowledge that is not easily available to our students within our local community.


	Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school
	

	Parents, students and teachers are satisfied with the school.  Parents, students and teachers have a collaborative, open relationship with the success and development of the students the most important aspect of the relationship.
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